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PANORAMA CITY NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, August 25, 2011 -- 6:30 PM

Mission Community Hospital, Medical Office Building, 2nd Floor, Room 208

14860 Roscoe Blvd., Panorama City, CA  91402

Public comments on agenda items will be heard when the item is considered.  Public comments on other matters within the council's jurisdiction may be made during the Public Comment period.  Public comments are limited to two minutes per speaker.  Action may be taken on any agenda item except Public Comment, announcements and reports.  Actions may be reconsidered only if a motion for reconsideration is adopted at the same meeting where the action was taken.  You may request a copy of printed materials that are distributed at the meeting.  You may record the meeting by audio, video or photographic means as long as it is not disruptive.  Meeting notices and agendas are posted at the Panorama City Branch Public Library and at other locations (see list below).  If you need translation, or accommodation for a disability, please call the city Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at least three business days in advance 

(213-485-1360, or toll-free 3-1-1).  The city is a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you believe the council is not following the law or its own rules you may file a grievance in writing with copies to both the Chair and the Secretary.  Please be respectful of others, even when you differ with them.  

6:30    1.   Call to Order and Opening Remarks (Chair Dianabel Gonzalez)  [3m]

6:33    2.   Self-Introductions of Participants and Guests  (Please sign the sign-in sheet!)  [3m]

6:36    3.   Public Comment and Announcements (Please limit to two minutes per speaker.)  Public 

                 comment on agenda items will be heard at the time the item is considered.  [12m]

                    (Please fill out a Public Speaker Card for the Chair so that we may identify your input.  
                    A Public Speaker Card is not required in order to make a public comment.)  

6:48    4.   Roll Call of Board of Directors and Alternates (the quorum for Board meetings is 11)  [1m]

6:49    5.   Adoption of minutes (Includes the special meeting of June 18, at which a quorum of 11 

                 adopted a Board policy that Ethics Training is required for business cards, name badges, and 

                 listing on the PCNC web site. Currently 14 of 23 members are certified -- 60%)  [6m]

6:55    6.   Reports from the Los Angeles Police Department (if present).   Officer Edwin Ayala 

                 (818-838-9854, mobile 818-634-0718) is the Senior Lead Officer in Panorama City's 

                 Center-West area.  Senior Lead Officer Karen Reade (818‑838‑9842, mobile 818-442-3183) 

                 serves Panorama City's North and Center-East districts.  Senior Lead Officer Tarek Ismail 

                 (818-838-9846, mobile 818-731-2553) serves Panorama City south of Roscoe.  LAPD will hold 
                 a Carnival to benefit police and youth programs from Friday through Sunday, July 29 to 31.  

                 Van Nuys Boulevard will be closed from Roscoe to Chase, starting July 28.  [18m]

7:13    7.   Presentation of recognition awards.  The Board has approved several recognition awards to 

                 local businesses, as recommended by the Commerce committee.  Certificates of recognition 

                 will be presented at this time if representatives of the businesses are present.  [7m]
7:20    8.   Consideration and possible action on a planning case that requests a 10 foot monopine 
                 extension on top of an existing monopine cell phone tower at 9110/9118 Van Nuys 
                 Boulevard, Panorama City, CA 91402, for use by Verizon Wireless.  The existing tower is 

                 located in the parking lot behind La Sirenita Restaurant, at the northeast corner of Van Nuys 

                 and Nordhoff.  The case number is ZA-2004-82​2-CU-PA2.  On July 14, it was submitted as an 
                 EXPEDITED Plan Approval Application.  This case was considered earlier by the Land Use 
                 committee, which declined to recommend the case for Board action until the required notices 
                 had been sent to surrounding residents.  Verizon's representative, Argineh Mailian of Core 
                 Development Services (714.729.8404, amailian@core.us.com) has notified the council of the 

                 expedited filing, mailing of the notices, and the expedited nature of the application.  [12m]
7:32    9.   Consideration of the recommendation of the Outreach committee that the Board become 
                 a co-sponsor of the Adelante Hombre Latino Summit and that the Board authorize up to 
                 $500 for the purchase of food, supplies or materials for the event.  Adelante Hombre will 
                 be held at Panorama High School on October 1, 2011, from 8 a.m. to 4 pm.  The council 
                 co-sponsored the first Adelante Hombre program last year.  Adelante Hombre was created to 
                 address the challenge of Latinos falling behind other groups in the school system.  The 

                 seventeenth Adelante Mjuer Latina conference was held last April at Pasadena City College.  

                 Until last year's Panorama City event, there was no comparable program for young men.  

                 Although Adelante Hombre focuses on the challenges of the young Latino, it also welcomes 

                 Latinas and young men and women of all backgrounds.  [8m]
7:40  10.   Consideration of the recommendation of the Finance committee that the Board become a 
                 co-sponsor of the multi-cultural Fiesta Panorama and authorize up to $500 for the rental 
                 of equipment or purchase of supplies for the event.  Fiesta Panorama will be held on 
                 Saturday, October 1, on Tobias Street north of the Panorama Mall.  Tobias will be closed from 
                 Parthenia Street to Chase Street for the event.  There will be three or four food trucks and 
                 about 24 merchant and service booths in the Mercado.  Thanks to Councilmember Richard 
                 Alarcon of Council District 7, a stage will be set up at the Parthenia end of the venue for 
                 entertainment that will feature local musicians.  Profits from food sales and space fees at the 
                 Mercado will go to local youth programs.  The council's Panorama Youth and Families service 
                 providers collaborative will allocate the proceeds.  New Directions for Youth, a 501(c)(3) 
                 corporation and the city's gang intervention contractor for the Panorama Gang Reduction and 
                 Youth Development (GRYD) zone, will handle the direct revenues.  Board member Jose 
                 Sandoval chairs the group of businesses, community organizations and government agencies 
                 that are planning the event.  Board member Saul Mejia is coordinating the entertainment.  [5m]
7:45  11.   Consideration of the recommendation of the Finance committee that the Board support 

                 the Treasurer's request for a lockable steel cabinet and a changeable combination 

                 padlock for use in the council's storage unit, at a cost of up to $500.  The lockable cabinet 

                 will protect high-value equipment during periods when other items, such as tables and supplies, 

                 are being removed.  A changeable combination lock will allow one-time removals and will allow 

                 the combination to be changed as needed.  [5m]
7:50  12.   Rules committee report on Board members who have and have not passed the state-
                 required Ethics and Open Government training program.  Board members and Alternates 
                 who have completed the required training are Barillas, Geisler, Gonzalez, Holt, Hopson, Klein-
                 Hass, Montes, Salas, Sheikh-Noor, Sichler, Soto, Valdivia, Whilebook and Wilkinson.  Board 
                 members and Alternates who need to complete the training are Gibberman (current certificate 
                 expires September 4), E. Galan, H. Galan, Jimenez, Gutierrez, Martinez, Mejia, Menendez and 
                 Sandoval.  All who need to pass this course are urged to take the online course or attend the 
                 2011 Congress of Neighborhoods on Saturday, September 24, at Los Angeles City Hall, where 

                 the training will be offered.  [3m]

7:53  13.   Report on the 2011 Congress of Neighborhoods on Saturday, September 24, at City Hall 
                 (Vice Chair Tony Wilkinson), and possible action on purchase of a banner.  This is the first 
                 year that the Congress of Neighborhoods (a city-wide convention of all 95 neighborhood 
                 councils) is being planned and operated by neighborhood councils for themselves.  There will 
                 be a roll call of neighborhood councils promptly at 8:30 a.m., and councils are urged to bring a 

                 banner.  The Board has allocated $500 toward expenses for this event and will be listed as a 

                 supporter in the Congress program.  Board member Wilkinson has participated in developing a 
                 set of 21 different programs.  Seven programs will run concurrently during each of two morning 
                 sessions and one afternoon session.  Multiple people will need to attend the Congress and 
                 share notes in order to cover the topics.  The Congress is open to everyone, and includes 
                 sessions that cover topics of broad general interest, such as Animal Issues, Emergency 
                 Preparedness, Green Issues and Community Gardens, How to Run a Meeting, and Dealing 
                 with Difficult People.  
                 The Congress, City Hall Parking, continental breakfast and lunch are FREE.  Space is limited.  
                 Everyone is urged to register online at 
                 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NCCongressRegistration.  

                 There is also an official Congress web site, a Facebook page (please 'like' it!), a twitter account, 

                 a YouTube site and a Picasa account.  Check out the following links!  [7m]
                 http://www.nccongressla.com/
                 http://www.facebook.com/groups/274897035859698

                 http://twitter.com/NCCongressLA

                 http://youtube.com/NCCongressLA
8:00  14.   Reports on upcoming events and calls for outreach volunteers.  The council can have 
                 outreach tables at some large events in August and September.  Volunteers are needed to staff 
                 these tables.  All you need is a smile and a willingness to discuss Panorama City, the 
                 neighborhood council and community programs:    [6m]
                 Saturday, August 27, 5th Annual Family Resource Fair, 9 am to 2 pm
                 Sponsored by the Los Angeles County Department of Social Services, together with 

                 Assemblymember Filipe Fuentes and others, the Family Resource Fair is focused on health, 
                 safety and environmental awareness.  It provides free health screenings, educational 
                 workshops, and informational resources to residents from across the entire San Fernando 
                 Valley.  The event will be held at San Fernando High School, 11133 O'Melveny Avenue, San 
                 Fernando, CA  91340.  
                 Tuesday, September 17, San Fernando Valley Children's Day, 9 am to 6 pm
                 The San Fernando Valley 2011 Children's Day will be held at Woodley Park, 6350 Woodley 
                 Avenue (between Victory Boulevard and Burbank Boulevard).  There will be carnival rides, rock 
                 climbing, face painting, a kids resource fair, arts and crafts, a petting zoo, a police helicopter, 
                 fire trucks and celebrities.  There will be a parade will begin at 9:00 a.m.  For more information, 
                 visit the website: www.childrensday2011.com.  
                 Saturday, September 24, Marson Park's 4th Anniversary Celebration and Resource Fair
                 The Marson Street Pocket Park is one of our community success stories.  The park is opened 

                 and closed by local residents, who also support activities at the site.  It is located at 15262 

                 Marson Street, above Sepulveda Boulevard where it crosses the railroad right-of-way.  PCNC 

                 Board member Elsa Barillas and Alternate Juan Salas are also active in the Grupo Unidos de 

                 Marson Park.  The council is a co-sponsor of the park's Fourth Anniversary event.  
8:06  15.   Consider the financial statements prepared by the treasurer in order to approve them as 

                 official council records.  Neighborhood councils are required to review and approve financial 
                 statements each month, including purchase card bank statements, to assure that the Board has 
                 access to timely financial information.  [4m]
8:10  16.   Consideration and possible action on the council's budget for the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year.  
                 On July 28 the Board approved a budget that is essentially the same as the budget approved 
                 by the Board for FY 2010-2011, with all items except Facility expense reduced proportionately 
                 to reflect the 10 percent reduction in funding from the city.  The new budget will total $40,500, 
                 compared with $45,000 in the prior fiscal year.  The budget categories were reorganized to 

                 match the city's new mandatory Budget Template, as authorized by the Board in its resolution 

                 of approval.  This agenda item allows the Board to review the actual submitted budget and take 

                 action on it if it sees a need.  [4m]
8:14  17.   Consideration and possible action on any applications for vacant positions.  Three 
                 Business seats are vacant.  Applicants must apply in writing to the Secretary.  The Secretary 
                 must be able to verify that each applicant is a stakeholder who qualifies for the specific position.  
                 Applications and verifications may be made on the day of the meeting.  However, the Board has 

                 expressed a preference that applicants participate in committees and events before applying for 

                 a seat on the Board.  
                 The Youth Representative position is effectively vacant because Diana Núñez-Romero has 
                 not participated in meetings or contacted the council for many months.  Johnny Vertiz 
                 (vertiz0825@gmail.com) and Kelly Climaco (818-331-6000, kellyclimaco@gmail.com) have 
                 each expressed interest in becoming a Youth Representative to the Board.  One Youth 

                 Representative is required by the council's Bylaws.  Nothing in the Bylaws prohibits the Board 

                 from creating additional Youth Representative positions.  The Youth Representative is a non-

                 voting position with a one-year term as determined by the Board.  [6m]
8:20  18.   Consideration and possible action on any appointments by committee chairs to their 

                 respective committees.  Members of each standing committee are selected by the committee 

                 chair, subject to approval of the Board, as provided in the council's Bylaws.  The council has an 

                 informal practice of following the same procedure for its three annually-renewed special 

                 committees, City Life, Education, and Public Safety.  [4m]
8:24  19.   Consideration and possible action on the Commerce committee recommendation that 

                 the Panorama City Neighborhood Council award recognition plaques to Ron Collins, 
                 Cesar De La Cruz, Anju Haniffa, Sean Hashem, Sergio Ovando, and Aaron Tunney for 

                 their work for the council and its Commerce committee, and purchase one additional 

                 plaque at a cost of up to $85 to complete this award set.  This item was listed on the 
                 Board's July 28 agenda, as item #22.  The Board did not act on it, since it appeared to be moot 
                 after the Board acted to approve the plaques purchase in the previous agenda item (#21) 
                 without awarding the plaques, which had been engraved without the Board's approval.  The 
                 Commerce committee considered this matter on August 8 and voted to recommend that the 
                 Board purchase one additional plaque and award the plaques as listed in the original agenda 
                 item.  The vote was 5 yes, 0 no, with one abstention.  The reason is that the council has 
                 conducted its business in public, as is appropriate for public funds, and has thereby caused a 
                 negative perception of its work because the people who were nominated for the awards were 
                 named in its agenda.  The people nominated have indeed provided help and assistance to the 
                 council and its goals.  None are current members of the Board.  [10m]

8:34  20.  Committee reports Committees that have business to report (other than the agenda items 

                 above) will provide brief reports at this time.  The council currently has five standing committees 

                 and three special committees.  [6m]

                 STANDING COMMITTEES (Chair and Vice President)

                 Commerce .........................  Saul Mejia                saulmejia99@yahoo.com          818-714-2133
                 Finance .............................. Tony Wilkinson          lawilkinson@acm.org                818-785-9355
                 Land Use ...........................  Fred M. Whitebook   workcompmaven@yahoo.com  818-894-7841
                 Outreach ............................ Viviano Montes         vivianom@yahoo.com                818-780-4586

                 Rules .................................. Otis Lee Hopson      otishopson@yahoo.com             818-893-6019

                 SPECIAL COMMITTEES    (Chair)

                 City Life..............................  Jose Soto                  joeysoto007@aol.com               818-339-2812

                 Education...........................  Dianabel Gonzales   dbelgonzalez@yahoo.com         818-304-4285

                 Public Safety ...................... Jose Soto                  joeysoto007@aol.com               818-339-2812

                 2011 Gang Summit...........   Angel Valdivia           angval52@mac.com                  818-714-2133
8:40 21.   Public Comment and Announcements.  (Please limit to two minutes per speaker.)  [5m]
8:45 22.   Adjournment 

Council Process:  The council gained its official city role upon certification by the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners on March 15, 2007.  Everyone who lives, works or owns property within the boundaries of the Panorama City Neighborhood Council, or who declares an interest in the area and the factual basis for it, is a "stakeholder".  All stakeholders are members of the Council.  Stakeholders elect a Board of Directors to represent them.  This Board is recognized as the decision-making entity by the City of Los Angeles.  The current Board was elected on March 27, 2010.  While the Board is the official decision-making entity, meetings are conducted as much as possible in a town hall spirit.  Committees are open to anyone with an interest in Panorama City.  Panorama City's neighborhood council is much more than its Board, and it depends on public participation for its success Posting Sites:  Meeting notices and agendas are posted at five locations within Panorama City (three days in advance for regular meetings and one day in advance for special meetings).  The posting sites are:  (1) Panorama City Branch Library, 14345 Roscoe Boulevard; (2) Panorama Recreation Center, 8600 Hazeltine Avenue; (3) Valley Ice Center, 8750 Van Nuys Boulevard; (4) Sepulveda Recreation Center, 8801 Kester Avenue; (5) Casa Esperanza, 14705 Blythe Street.  You can receive notices and agendas by electronic mail.  Please send your request to 'info@pcnc.us'.  We ask that you please also include your name and telephone number.  

Agenda-related written materials:  The council may occasionally prepare supplementary information to the agenda ("agenda packets").  When this is done, the agenda packets are normally made available both to Board or committee members and to the general public at the start of the posted meeting.  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board or committee in advance of a meeting may be viewed by appointment at the Panorama City Neighborhood Council office, 14500 Roscoe Boulevard, Suite 425, Panorama City, CA 91401, (818‑714‑2133) during normal business hours, or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Pamela Gibberman, Secretary, 14500 Roscoe Boulevard, Suite 425, Panorama City, CA 91402 (818-893-2020, pgibberman@gmail.com).  
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