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PANORAMA CITY NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, March 24, 2011 -- 6:30 PM

Mission Community Hospital, Medical Office Building, 2nd Floor, Room 208

14860 Roscoe Blvd., Panorama City, CA  91402

Public comments on agenda items will be heard when the item is considered.  Public comments on other matters within the council's jurisdiction may be made during the Public Comment period.  Public comments are limited to two minutes per speaker.  Action may be taken on any agenda item except Public Comment, announcements and reports.  Actions may be reconsidered only if a motion for reconsideration is adopted at the same meeting where the action was taken.  You may request a copy of printed materials that are distributed at the meeting.  You may record the meeting by audio, video or photographic means as long as it is not disruptive.  Meeting notices and agendas are posted at the Panorama City Branch Public Library and at other locations (see list below).  If you need translation, or accommodation for a disability, please call the city Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at least three business days in advance 

(213-485-1360, or toll-free 3-1-1).  The city is a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you believe the council is not following the law or its own rules you may file a grievance in writing with copies to both the Chair and the Secretary.  Please be respectful of others, even when you differ with them.  

6:30   1.   Call to Order and Opening Remarks (Dianabel Gonzalez, Chair)  [3m]

6:33   2.   Self-Introductions of Participants and Guests  (Please sign the sign-in sheet!)  [3m]

6:36   3.   Public Comment and Announcements (Please limit to two minutes per speaker.)  Public 

                comment on agenda items will be heard at the time the item is considered.  [8m]

                   (Please fill out a Public Speaker Card for the Chair so that we may identify your input.  
                   A Public Speaker Card is not required in order to make a public comment.)  

6:44   4.   Roll Call of Board of Directors and Alternates (the quorum for Board meetings is 11)  [1m]

6:45   5.   Adoption of minutes [2m]

6:47   6.   Reports from the Los Angeles Police Department (if present).   Officer Edwin Ayala 
                (818-838-9854, mobile 818-634-0718) is the Senior Lead Officer in Panorama City's 
                Center-West area.  Senior Lead Officer Karen Reade (818‑838‑9842, mobile 818-442-3183) 
                serves Panorama City's North and Center-East districts.  Senior Lead Officer Tarek Ismail 
                (818-838-9846, mobile 818-731-2553) serves Panorama City south of Roscoe.  [8m]
6:55  7.   Consider the financial statements prepared by the treasurer in order to approve them as 

                official council records.  Neighborhood councils are now required to review and approve 

                financial statements each month, including purchase card bank statements, to assure that the 

                Board has access to timely financial information.  [4m]
6:59   8.   Consideration and Possible Action on any applications for vacant positions.  Three 

                business seats, one At Large seat, and one Alternate position are vacant.  Applicants must 
                apply in writing to the Secretary.  The Secretary must be able to verify that each applicant is a 
                stakeholder who qualifies for the specific position.  Applications and verifications may be made 
                on the day of the meeting.  [4m]
7:03   9.   Presentation of an award of recognition to Dr. Barry Leonard and Associates for over 50 
                years of service to Panorama City.  Dr. Leonard's father established Leonard Optical in 
                Panorama City in 1957.  Dr. Barry Leonard (818-891-6711, dr_barry@drbleonard.com) 
                graduated from the Southern California College of Optometry in 1983, and has continued his 
                father's business as a general optometry practice.  Dr. Leonard is active in public service 
                organizations, including the Mid Valley Jeopardy Foundation.  His office is across the street from 
                the post office, in the same Plaza Del Valle location where his father worked.  The Board of 
                Directors is pleased to present this certificate of recognition on the recommendation of the 

                Commerce committee.  [3m]
7:06 10.   "Survey LA" team presentation on the upcoming historical properties survey of the 
                Mission Hills - Panorama City - North Hills community plan area and the Arleta - Pacoima 
                community plan area.  This effort is part of a city-wide historical properties survey that is being 
                conducted by the city Planning Department's Office of Historical Resources in conjunction with a 
                grant agreement with the J. Paul Getty Trust.  A brief outline of the local project will be provided, 
                along with information on when and where a full presentation and training will be available for 
                those who may want to participate.  More information may be found by contacting the Office of 

                Historic Preservation (213-978-1200, http://www.preservation.lacity.org/survey).  [5m]
7:11 11.   The Hollywood Beautification Team will present information on stormwater capture and 
                how program participants can obtain a free rain barrel.  The Hollywood Beautification Team 
                (323-962-2163, hbteam@earthlink.net, http://hbteam.org) is a community organization that 
                is working with the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and the Los Angeles Bureau of 
                Sanitation's Watershed Protection Division on programs for water conservation education as 

                well as a pilot project for rain barrel distribution.  A free rain barrel will be given to the fist 500 
                people city-wide who participate in a rainwater harvesting education program.  [4m]
7:15 12.   Consideration and possible action on a proposed 56-unit affordable housing project at 

                9447(?) (9299?) Van Nuys Boulevard, Panorama City, CA 91402.  The proposed project 
                covers three lots at the southwest corner of Van Nuys Boulevard and Tupper Street, in an L-
                shape, with one lot facing Tobias.  Although it was identified as 9447 Van Nuys Boulevard by 
                the developer, the currently vacant lots are listed as 9299 Van Nuys Boulevard and 9293 Tobias 
                Avenue in Google Maps.  The developer is Meta Housing Corporation (Aaron D. Mandel, Vice 
                President, 310-575-3543, amandel@metahousing.com) and the architect is Ken Stockton -- 
                Architect (Bruce Shindelus, Associate Partner, 818-888-9443 Ext. 208).  Meta Housing is in 
                escrow on the property, contingent on the project moving forward with financing from the Los 
                Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency.  The developer says that the proposed project is 

                "by right", and that zoning changes granted to a prior owner permit 54 units plus a 35 percent 

                density bonus, or 73 units for affordable housing.  The proposed project is scaled back to 56 

                units in order to allow surface parking on the Tobias lot (with entry from Tupper), and thus avoid 

                the expense of a parking structure.  Councilmember Richard Alarcon supports the project.  

                On March 3 the Land Use committee considered the proposal and recommended by a vote of 
                2 yes, 0 no, with the Chair abstaining, that the Board support the proposed 56-unit affordable 
                housing project at Van Nuys Boulevard and Tupper Street, as presented in designs by Ken 
                Stockton -- Architect, with the condition that there is opportunity for additional community input 
                on architectural details as the project moves forward.  [7m]  
7:22 13.   Consideration and possible action on recent Los Angeles Unified School District budget 
                cuts at local schools, including elimination of music, arts, sports and after-school 
                programs.   LAUSD Board Menber Nury Martinez (213-241-6388, nury.martinez@lausd.net), or 
                Mark Lomeli (818-767-2895, mark.lomeli@lausd.net) or another member of her staff, will be 
                present to explain the budget actions and the effects on Panorama City area schools.[18m]  
7:40 14.   Consider a recommendation from the Commerce committee that the Board present a 
                certificate of recognition to Joe E. Montoya, Tax Service for 30 years of service in 

                Panorama City.  Mr. Montoya's tax and real estate business is located at 14431 Chase Street, 

                Suite A, Panorama City, CA 91402 (telephone 818-891-9606).  The Commerce committee 

                recommended the certificate on March 14 by a vote of 3 yes, 0 no, with 1 abstention.  [2]
7:42 15.   Consideration and possible action on a proposal by the owners of the office building at 
                14500 Roscoe Boulevard to request an increase in the allowable square footage of 
                signage on the building.   Paul Badie (818-714-2030, paulbadie@aol.com), representing 
                Roscoe Investments, the building owner, presented the need for additional signage to the 
                Commerce committee on March 14.  
                Additional signage area is needed for:  
                (1)  two signs at the top of the building to allow US Bank to obtain naming rights to the building 
                      [the US Bank building is the tallest building in downtown Los Angeles, and naming this 
                      signature local building will represent a significant commitment to Panorama City by the 
                      bank], 
                (2)  a third position atop the street-level pedestal sign to give the Social Security Administration 
                      visible public signage for its new office [Social Security has leased the second floor and part 
                      of the third floor to relocate its office from Van Nuys, but it can cancel the lease if it cannot 
                      get the required street level sign], and 
                (3)  two "eyebrow" signs, one on each street facade, above the existing signs, to provide 
                      identification for future lessees of the fifth and sixth floors [these floors are now vacant, and 
                      a major tenant will certainly expect building signage as a condition of leasing the space].  
                Members of the commerce committee noted that the city has latitude under the Community 
                Design Overlay to permit additional sign area, and also that the "new building" restrictions on 
                total sign area make it harder for communities like Panorama City to attract new tenants when 
                relatively small signs must compete with much larger pre-existing signage.  The Commerce 
                committee recommended by a unanimous vote that the Board strongly support the request of 
                Roscoe Investments for the increased signage, and authorize an official letter of support setting 
                out reasons for the Board's support.  (Disclosure: The City of Los Angeles leases space in this 
                building on the southwest corner of Roscoe and Van Nuys boulevards for use by the 
                neighborhood council.)  [6m]  

7:48 16.   Consideration and possible action on the recommendation of the Commerce committee 
                that the Board opposes changes to current city regulations regarding mobile food trucks 
                in the Panorama City area, including the amount of time that mobile food trucks can stay 
                at a single location.   The city is currently considering new regulations that would allow mobile 
                food trucks to stay at specific locations for unlimited periods.  The relaxed regulations are 
                prompted by the number of "boutique" food trucks that populate the dense inner city, where 
                restaurant space in buildings is very expensive.  Members of the commerce committee 
                observed that in Panorama City, the mobile food trucks take business mostly from small local 
                businesses that are struggling to survive.  The Commerce committee voted unanimously to 
                recommend that the Board oppose changes to mobile food vendor rules in the Panorama City 
                area.  [7m]

7:55 17.   Consideration and possible action on the unanimous recommendation of the Outreach 
                committee that the council sponsor an Education Fair in late summer or early fall, and 

                that an ad-hoc committee be created to plan and organize this event.  The committee 

                recommends that the ad-hoc committee include board members, community members, 

                schools, and non-profit organizations that work with youth.  [5m]
8:00 18.   Consideration and possible action on the Outreach committee recommendation that the 
                Board authorize up to $1000 for imprinted promotional merchandise for the council.  A list 
                of suggested promotional items will be presented at the Board meeting.  The intent is to use 

                existing council funds which could be "swept" after June 15 by action of the city council, due to 

                the city budget crisis. The committee vote for this recommendation was unanimous.  [5m]
8:05 19.   Consideration and possible action on the Outreach committee recommendation that the 
                Board authorize up to $500 for sound system or other invoiced expenses for the July 4th 
                Hansen Dam fireworks show and festival, which is being sponsored by Council District 7 
                in conjunction with Communities in Schools, a local gang intervention non-profit 
                organization.   PCNC will be recognized as a sponsor in all printed literature and will be given a 
                10 by 10 foot booth for outreach at the event.  The committee voted for this recommendation 

                3 yes, 0 no, with 2 abstentions.  [5m]
8:10 20.   Consideration and possible action on the City Life committee recommendation that the 
                Board approve up to $400 for food for the Panorama Baptist Church Spring Renewal 
                event to be held on Saturday, March 26.  This program will provide free haircuts, manicures, 
                kids activities and food for participants in the organization's food bank program and other 
                families in need.  Specific religious activities do not appear on the program for this community 

                event.  The allocated amount will provide seven sandwich platters from Subway or a 

                comparable vendor that each serve about 20 people for $50 per platter.  The committee voted 

                3 yes, 0 no for this recommendation.  [4m]
8:14 21.   Consideration and possible action on the City Life committee recommendation that the 

                Board approve up to $300 for food or other invoiced expenses and up to $100 for 

                giveaways in conjunction with co-sponsorship of the Chase Elementary School Walk-A-

                Thon and Health Fair on Saturday, June 4.  Committee members observed that this event is a 
                good way to expose the council to more Filipino families, as well as to reconnect with the Chase 

                Street School community.  The committee voted for this recommendation 4 yes, 0 no, with 

                0 abstentions.  [4m]
8:18 22.   Consideration and possible action on the City Life committee recommendation that the 

                Board sponsor a Los Angeles River Day of Service cleanup and beautification event on 

                Saturday, April 30, at Pacoima Wash and the adjacent Vista Middle School property, and 

                authorize up to $500 for food and other event expenses.  Vista Middle School has indicated 
                that they can provide approximately 100 students and other volunteers for this effort.  The 
                Mayor's office says that the city can contribute plants to beautify the area between the county 
                flood control wash and Vista Middle School.  The Mayor's office will also coordinate access with 

                Los Angeles County.  The committee voted for this recommendation 5 yes, 0 no, with 0 

                abstentions.  [4m]
8:22 23.   Consideration and possible action on the Finance committee recommendation that the 

                Board authorize up to $1000 for the purchase of a laptop computer.  The council has 

                purchased a digital projector for use at meetings, but it has no laptop to drive the projector.  The 

                laptop can also be used as a second computer in the office.  [4m]
8:26 24.   Consideration and possible action on the Finance committee recommendation that the 

                Board authorize up to $1000 for the purchase of black and white laser and color ink jet 

                printer cartridges plus SD memory cards for the video camera and audio recorder.  The 

                intent is to use council funds for ongoing office supplies before the funds are possibly "swept" 

                after June 15 by action of the City Council due to the city budget crisis.  [4m]
8:30 25.   Consideration and possible action on the Finance committee recommendation that the 

                Board authorize up to $600 for the purchase of computer software, including a second 
                copy of Microsoft Office for the new laptop and two anti-virus software subscriptions.  
                The intent is to use council funds for required office equipment before the funds are possibly 
                "swept" after June 15 by action of the City Council due to the city budget crisis.  [4m]
8:34 26.   Consideration and possible action on the Finance committee recommendation that the 

                Board authorize up to $600 for the purchase of three Panorama City Neighborhood 

                Council banners for use at community events.  The two black banners that the council has 

                used since its certification in 2007 are worm and need replacement.  The intent is to use council 

                funds for required office equipment before the funds are possibly "swept" after June 15 by action 

                of the City Council due to the city budget crisis.  [2m]
8:36 27.   Consideration and possible action on the Finance committee recommendation that the 

                Board authorize up to $400 for the purchase of name tags for Board members, Alternates 
                and youth representatives to use at meetings and community events.  Chair Dianabel 
                Gonzalez has a sample.  The probable vendor is Anderson Trophy Company at Coldwater 

                Canyon and Saticoy Street in North Hollywood.  [3m]
8:39 28.   Consideration and possible action on the Finance committee recommendation that the 

                Board authorize up to $500 for the purchase of two "sandwich board" signs for use on 

                sidewalks outside PCNC meetings and other community events.  Chair Dianabel 

                Gonzalez believes that these signs will make it easier for the public to find our meeting location 

                on the Mission Community Hospital campus.  They will have moveable directional arrows so that 

                they can be used flexibly at other events.  [3m]
8:42 29.   Consideration and possible action on council expenditures for which receipts are 

                missing.  The Treasurer must submit the council's quarterly financial reconciliation to the 

                Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by March 31, and a few items are missing some of 

                the required documentation.  [3m]
8:47 30.   Committee reports Committees that have business to report (other than the agenda items 

                above) will provide brief reports at this time.  The council currently has five standing committees 

                and three special committee.  [5m]

                STANDING COMMITTEES (Chair and Vice President)

                Commerce .........................  Saul Mejia                saulmejia99@yahoo.com            818-359-2825
                Finance .............................. Tony Wilkinson          lawilkinson@acm.org                 818-785-9355
                Land Use ...........................  Fred M. Whitebook   workcompmaven@yahoo.com   818-894-7841
                Outreach ............................ Viviano Montes         vivianom@yahoo.com                 818-780-4586

                Rules .................................. Otis Lee Hopson      otishopson@yahoo.com              818-893-6019

                SPECIAL COMMITTEES    (Chair)

                City Life..............................  Jose Soto                  joeysoto007@aol.com                818-339-2812

                Education...........................  Dianabel Gonzales   dbelgonzalez@yahoo.com          818-304-4285

                Public Safety ...................... Jose Soto                  joeysoto007@aol.com                818-339-2812

8:52 31.   Public Comment and Announcements.  (Please limit to two minutes per speaker.)  [3m
8:55 32.   Adjournment 
Council Process:  The council gained its official city role upon certification by the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners on March 15, 2007.  Everyone who lives, works or owns property within the boundaries of the Panorama City Neighborhood Council, or who declares an interest in the area and the factual basis for it, is a "stakeholder".  All stakeholders are members of the Council.  Stakeholders elect a Board of Directors to represent them.  This Board is recognized as the decision-making entity by the City of Los Angeles.  The current Board was elected on March 27, 2010.  While the Board is the official decision-making entity, meetings are conducted as much as possible in a town hall spirit.  Committees are open to anyone with an interest in Panorama City.  Panorama City's neighborhood council is much more than its Board, and it depends on public participation for its success Posting Sites:  Meeting notices and agendas are posted at five locations within Panorama City (three days in advance for regular meetings and one day in advance for special meetings).  The posting sites are:  (1) Panorama City Branch Library, 14345 Roscoe Boulevard; (2) Panorama Recreation Center, 8600 Hazeltine Avenue; (3) Valley Ice Center, 8750 Van Nuys Boulevard; (4) Sepulveda Recreation Center, 8801 Kester Avenue; (5) Casa Esperanza, 14705 Blythe Street.  You can receive notices and agendas by electronic mail.  Please send your request to 'info@pcnc.us'.  We ask that you please also include your name and telephone number.  

Agenda-related written materials:  The council may occasionally prepare supplementary information to the agenda ("agenda packets").  When this is done, the agenda packets are normally made available both to Board or committee members and to the general public at the start of the posted meeting.  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board or committee in advance of a meeting may be viewed by appointment at the Panorama City Neighborhood Council office, 14500 Roscoe Boulevard, Suite 425, Panorama City, CA 91401, (818‑714‑2133) during normal business hours, or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Pamela Gibberman, Secretary, 14500 Roscoe Boulevard, Suite 425, Panorama City, CA 91402 (818-893-2020, pgib@internexions.net).  
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